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DG CLIMA's mission 
 Develop and implement international and domestic climate change 

policies and strategies on mitigation and adaptation (2ºC consistent) 

 Integrate the climate dimension in all Community policies 

 Lead on the international negotiations on CC and coordinate 
partnerships on climate change and energy with third countries;  

 Help the EU to set and meet its targets for 2020, 2030 and beyond to 
reduce GHG emissions including a an EU-wide MRV system;  

 Develop cost effective EU-wide adaptation strategies to climate 
change. 

 To develop and implement the EU ETS with the aim of building an 
international carbon trading market 

 To promote development and demonstration of low carbon and 
adaptation technologies,  
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EU Adaptation Strategy objectives 
Overall objective: contribute to a more climate-

resilient Europe.  
 
3 Priorities:  

 
 1. Promoting action by Member States 

 
 2. Better informed decision making 

 
 3. Promoting adaptation in key vulnerable 

sectors 
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Action 6.  Climate proofing the Common Agricultural Policy, 
Cohesion Policy, and the Common Fisheries Policy 

Action 7.  Making infrastructure more resilient 

Action 8.  Promote products & services by insurance and 
finance markets  

Priority 3: Key vulnerable sectors 

Action 4. Knowledge-gap strategy 

Action 5. Climate-ADAPT 

Priority 2: Better informed decision-making 

Action 1.  Encourage MS to adopt Adaptation Strategies and 
action plans 

Action 2.  LIFE funding, including adaptation priority areas    

Action 3.  Promoting adaptation action by cities along the 
Covenant of Mayors initiative  

Priority 1: Promoting action by Member States 

The EU Strategy in a Nutshell 
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Priority 1: EU-wide Adaptation  
1. Action by Member States: 

• National Adaptation Strategies (15 EU MS) & Action plans (6 
EU MS) / concrete activities 

• Vulnerability assessments (few) 
• Research on adaptation (most) 
• Monitoring, evaluation (starting) 

2. Life funding. Priority areas:    
cross-border floods management 
cross-border coastal management 
urban environment 
mountain and island areas 
drought-prone areas (water, desertification, fire risks) 

3. Cities & Local (Administration below MS): 
• Adaptation strategies (few) 
• Sector-specific action & Small-scale local adaptation projects 
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Territorial climate impacts 

Geography 
matters 
 
Most vulnerable 
areas in Europe: 
• Southern 

Europe and the 
Mediterranean 
basin 

• Mountainous 
areas, in 
particular the 
Alps 

• Coastal zones, 
floodplains, 
islands 

• Arctic region 
• Cities 
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6. Mainstreaming into 
EU policies and funds. 
Climate proofing of the 
CAP, Cohesion Policy, and 
the Common Fisheries 
Policy (Funds: 20% of EU 
budget to climate-related 
action) 

 
7. Making infrastructure 

more resilient 
 

8. Promote products & 
services by insurance and 
finance markets  
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Priority 3: Vulnerable sectors 
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Priority 2. Informed Decision-Making 
Action 4. Knowledge-gap strategy 
 

• Identify and prioritise knowledge gaps 
o Impacts, vulnerabilities, costs  
o Regional & local level analyses and risk assessments 
o Models and tools to support decision making 
o Monitoring & evaluation of impacts and past adaptation efforts 

 

• Better interfaces science/policy/business 
• EU-wide vulnerability assessments: JRC (economic costs of climate 
change); integrated threat and risk assessment reports (2015).  

 
Action 5. Climate-ADAPT:  

• Inclusion of Copernicus climate change service products 
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• Hetereogeneity: unlike mitigation, developing adaptation 
policies involves different geographic demands and needs 

• Scales and resolutions: adaptation policies are defined at 
different geographic scales (EU, national, subnational, local) 

• Multiple sectors: each vulnerable sector has its specific 
demands for climate information and services (variables, 
indicators, time scale, geographic scale).  

• Integration: adaptation not an isolated topic – facilitate 
cross-sectoral and scale integration, key to succeed. 

• Uncertainty: need to enclose /reduce/address it (climate 
side) 

• Transboundary impacts and cross-border policies: need for 
standardized data and services, at EU level and beyond (e.g. 
Biodiversity, Health) 

Some Key needs 
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• Standardized, comparable data, covering all EU (and 
beyond). 

• Long-term and continued monitoring: data & projections, 
and comparative analyses 

• Toolboxes: for different kinds of users, at different levels: 
sectoral, planners and decision-makers. 

• Governance: Actors implementing adaptation know what 
they need – should participate in development of tools, 
toolboxes, platforms. 

• Available & Friendly platforms: users need to be able to 
get data needed without spending months (years) 
recovering or processing data. 

• Awareness raising and dissemination: climate 
information needs to be tailored to different kinds of users. 

Some Keywords 
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Thank you for the attention 
 

Directorate-General for Climate Action ("DG CLIMA") 
http://ec.europa.eu/clima  –  http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/clima/mission/index_en.htm 

 

EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change: 
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/index_en.htm 

 

European Climate Adaptation Platform (Climate-ADAPT): 
http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/  
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