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History – The Needs

 Enable open competition

 No abuse of dominant position

 No state subsidies

 No price fixing

 Ensure free exchange of data under 

WMO Resolution 40

 Access to each other’s data and 

products under license
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History - EU Legislation

 EC Competition Law 

 Directive 80/723/EEC on financial 

relations between Member States and 

public undertakings. “The 

Transparency Directive”

 Directive 2003/4/EC on the public 

access to environmental information

 Directive 2003/98/ EC on the re-use of 

the public sector information
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History – The Solution

ECOMET formed December 1995

An Economic Interest Grouping 

(eig) under Belgian Law

Based in Brussels

For benefit of European NMHSs

Current membership 26
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The One Stop Shop

The principle

 A customer can get hold of all the 

data and products they  need from all 

members

 By dealing with only one member

 By only needing to have one license

 Any shares owed to other Members 

are distributed through ECOMET
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The One Stop Shop

The Creation

 Members were obliged to list their 

available data and products

 The first ECOMET catalogue was created

 Paper based

 Sent by mail (post)

 Data were retrieved from GTS

 Model data delivered by FTP

 Organising data from other Members took 

time
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The One Stop Shop

The Developments

 Much more data are available

 The ECOMET catalogue is now electronic!
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The One Stop Shop

The Developments

 Much more data are available

 The ECOMET catalogue is now electronic!

 Technology has made data distribution and retrieval 

easier

 Much more data now freely available

 Meeting customer needs with specific products

 GTS dataset

 radar composites

 Retrieving data from other Members can still be time-

consuming
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The One Stop Shop

The Future Challenges

 More, eventually all, data will become free of 

information charge

 Vastly increasing the number of customers looking to re-

use

 Data volumes will increase exponentially

 Much higher resolution model data

 5 minute radar data

 Sub-hourly observations

 Infrastructure costs for data storage may become 

prohibitive for some Members

 Competitors are entering the market with the 

capability of dealing more easily with larger volumes
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The One Stop Shop

The Future Solution?

 Shared Infrastructure costs

 Sub-regional?

 Specialised data distribution centres e.g.

 NWP

 Radar

 Observations

 Examples already emerging

 ECMWF with Copernicus C3S service for climate data

 EUMETNET OPERA Programme using cloud technology 

for archival storage
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Questions

Any questions?
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