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Questions for breakout session 

•  Which digitized data can be made available 
for assimilation in near future ~end 2016? 

•  Steps to ensure that upper air data are 
available through OFA 

•  What can be prepared to be included in 
CERA-SAT? 

•  Coupled diagnostics, trend estimates 
•  What should be posponed into ERA-CLIM3? 
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From ERA-CLIM2 proposal 
•  Additional information about the usage and 

assimilation of observations is fundamental to a 
full understanding of uncertainties in many 
applications. Nevertheless, it has always been 
very difficult, if not impossible, for users to 
access this type of information. 

•  The ERA-CLIM project has addressed this 
shortcoming by developing the Observation 
Feedback Archive (OFA).  

•  It will continue to be maintained, developed, 
and supported in ERA-CLIM2, and will provide 
a permanent source of information about the 
quality of the observational record. 
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Current status 
•  OFA is great for surface data 
•  The OFA for upper air data is 

scattered over many places, 
incomplete, hard to access 

•  Responsibility for ingestion of 
newly digitized data is currently 
unclear 

•  Using upper air background 
departure statistics for QC is 
still too challenging, especially if 
they have not been assimilated 

•  Could that be changed until the 
end of ERA-CLIM2? 

Upper air 
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From ERA-CLIM proposal 
•  Together with other in-situ and remote-sensing datasets 

available from existing data archives, the observations 
collected for ERA-CLIM will be included in a newly developed 
Observation Feedback Archive.  

•  Quality feedback information for this archive, including data 
departures and bias estimates, will be generated during several 
new pilot reanalyses, as well as from existing reanalysis 
datasets.  

•  The pilot reanalyses and the Observation Feedback Archive will 
be made available to users world-wide as a unique resource for 
climate research and observational studies of the Earth 
system.  


